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Washinglon, D.C. 20505

Honorable Barry Goldwater
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Barry:

I appreciate the concern expressed in your 19 July letter regarding
the leak to Seymour Hersh of the New York Times involving the Committea's
report on Angola. Leaks of sensitive information have indeed heen a
problem for all recent Administrations and Congresses, but it is my hope
that President Carter's strong stand and personal involvement in trying
to stop leaks will have a significant impact.

Our analysis of the Hersh story apparently differs a bit from the
Committee's. There are certainly significant inaccuracies in the story,
strongly suggesting that Hersh did not see the report itself, but rather
was told of its contents. Yet the fundamental allegation in the report
that Congress was repeatedly misinformed about the Angolan covert
action program is accurately characterized. It would be interesting to
know whether the discussion of hiring mercenaries, which appears in the
Times story, but not in the final version of the report, was the subject of
Committee discussions or appeared in drafts of the report. Since this
topic was not in the report disseminated to CIA and the President, the
leak of this information could not have come from the Executive Branch.

As with most of these leaks, it is difficult to identify the responsible
party or parties, as one would surmise that those responsible would take
steps to hide their identity, as by leaking the information only afier it
had been disseminated to others. It should be noted that the key period
when the report was disseminated to the Executive Branch was a2lso the
period when the report was given final approval by the full Committee,
and was presumably available to all 19 Members and 40 or 50 staif
members. Regarding Executive Branch handling of the report, it has
received very limited dissemination. 7The copy sent to me was seen
by only about 10 people at the Agency--those employees in the Oifice of
Legislative Counsel and Operations Directorate responsible for analyzing
the report. Most of these employees did not see it until after JMr. Hersh
had the story. The copy sent to the President was held by a senior
staff member of the National Security Council pending resolution of the
differences between the Committee and the Agency regarding the report.
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This copy was not xeroxed or otherwme disseminated to Ambass;dor Ymmcr
or any others in the Administration.

As I have stated to the full Committee, the recent spate of leaks,
some of them unquestionably from elements of the Congress, can only
seriously hamper our efforts to provide vital intelligence to the nation's
policy-makers in both the Executive Branch and Congress. I know
you share my dismay over these leaks, and I look forward to your
cooperation in combatting this problem.

Yours sincerely,

STANSFIELD TURNER
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. Adiral Stansfield Turmer, Director

Central Intelligence Agency ‘ 02/ ggg-fm;.;

W D.C. 20505 _ ~ l:— )
ashington, . | g /&j

Dear Stan: _ L

We have shared the concern which you have voiced to our
Committee on several occasions about leaks and thus were dis-
appointed to see a story in the New York Times written by
Seymour Hersh, which purports to deal with the Comittee's re-
port on Angola.

We have analyzed his story and find he has not made one cor-
Tect statement gbout the content of the report, although some- R
one did suggest the general idea of one point that was made. -

Although the story does not appear to contain classified infor-
- mation, we were disappointed to see such extensive quotations SRS
attributed to members of our Comittee and officials of the CIA. :

I might point out, however, that we dealt with this issue for .
over a year mthout a s:mgle breach of security, but we began

- receiving questions about it from Mr. Hersh within hours from

the time it was disseminated to the Executive Branch.

I have heard disturbing reports that the White House allawed R
- i’az.r_ly wide distribution, including a copy to Ambassador Young, S
who, reportedly, discussed it with many people. Co
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In this regard, you might, if you can, try to find out if it lé
was xeroxed and, if it was, vwho were the people who received it. :
I still think th\. White House staff is a constant source of leaks *
just as it has been through every ad‘mnlstratlon I have lived

with during these twenty-five years. i
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Attached is an extract from the staff meeting
of 12 July 1978 which should be worked in to the
paper you are preparing for the Director to send
to the President.
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